
Soliciting In-Kind Donations for a CBWP Event

An in-kind donation is a donation of goods or services, which are often given instead of monetary donations. These items might be donations for raffle items or door prizes or event the donation of the facility where your event will be held or food that will be provided at your event. 

The option enables your organization to partner with other groups or businesses who would like to be involved in your event by offering the opportunity to donation products or services instead of money or books.

We have provided you with a sample solicitation letter to use when requesting these donations. Please keep in mind when requesting these donations that you are representing Chicago Books to Women in Prison. Clearly explain your organization’s connection CBWP and be sure to state that your event will benefit CBWP, but is not being produced by CBWP nor are you employed by the organization.

It can be very productive to visit businesses and ask them for support in person or over the phone instead of using email—that usually gets a more positive response. Take some information about your group and CBWP so you can explain the mission, take a flyer for the event, and have a specific request ready for the business or group you’re visiting. (for example, “Would you donate a $25 gift card as a raffle item?” or “Would you donate a free massage as a door prize?” are more specific than “Will you donate a raffle item?”) 

Please also keep track of any in-kind donations you receive and how they are used; they may be eligible for a tax-deduction receipt from CBWP.  
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